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Gunwalking 


There are nine guns in this picture, which is much fewer than the 
1400 that are still unaccounted. Guns related to this program 
were found at the crime scenes of 150 killings and maimings of 
Mexican citizens. 


Source: 

• Todd Schwarzchild and Drew Griffin. 2011. “ATF Loses Track of 
1,400 guns in criticized probe” 

• Office of the Inspector General. “A Review of ATF’s Operation 
Fast and Furious and Related Matters” 2012 


Running a Legitimate Business 


Agents also sought out and hired mentally disabled people and 
pressured them into brokering gun sales and encouraging them to 
sell to felons in order to arrest them on gun trafficking charges. 


At the fake storefront "Squid's Smoke Shop” in Portland, agents 
suggested that teens get neck tattoos of the shop mascot, a squid 
smoking a joint, and paid for the teenagers to get the tattoos. 


Source: 

• John Diedrich and Raquel Rutledge. 2013. “ATF uses rogue 
tactics in storefront stings across nation” Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel 


Missing Firearms 


The missing guns have been: 

Stolen from a government vehicle 

Reported by the agent’s neighbor who saw it top of their car 
Lost a pistol in a restaurant 

Left in a briefcase on the Metro 

And left in a restaurant a separate, unrelated time 


Sources 

* Office of the Inspector General. March 2018. Audit of the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives Controls 
over Weapons, Munitions, and Explosives. 


The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 


Firearms, and Explosives. 


The ATF is saddled with the unfortunate task of 
regulating those things that Americans love most. Unlike 
the previously mentioned agencies, the ATF serves a 
dual purpose, both as a law enforcement agency and a 
regulatory body. 


Even before the formal creation of the ATF, the 
government has wanted to tax alcohol. The Treasury 
department has had an agency for the purpose of 
collecting taxes and enforcing alcohol regulations since 
1862 (when the alcohol tax was used to fund the Civil 
War). 


During Prohibition, the agency was given many more 
resources and elevated to a unit and then a Bureau. And 
after Prohibition, when the department was downsized, 
they were still tasked with enforcement and tax 
collection. Several high profile assassinations with poorly 
regulated guns led to the creation of the ATF in 1972, 
fusing together the history of law enforcement 
capabilities with the tax and regulatory abilities to limit 
the spread of guns. 


Several high profile mishandlings at Waco and Ruby 
Ridge thrust the ATF into the spotlight, and to this day 
the right is intent on abolishing the ATF, which they see 
as a flagrant example of the governments ability to 
infringe on Second Amendment rights. 
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Where in the Government is the ATF? 

1862 The Office of Internal Revenue is created 

1913 Newly created Prohibition Unit 

1927 The Prohibition Unit becomes the Bureau of Prohibition 


1930 The Bureau of Prohibition is moved to the Department of 
Justice and its focus expanded to fighting violent crime 


1933 The 21st Amendment repeals Prohibition. The Bureau is 
moved back to the Treasury and renamed the Alcohol Tax Unit 
(ATU) 


1941 The ATU’s scope is expanded to include enforcement of 
firearm regulation 


1968 After several high profile gun assassinations including JFK, 
the ATU is granted wider regulatory authority over firearms and 
reorganized into the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Division (ATTD) 


1972 
The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) is created 
under the treasury department. 


1992 and 93 


The Bureau faces increasing increasing scrutiny after the public 
mishandling of the Ruby Ridge standoff and Waco siege. 


1995 


Timothy McVeigh seeks revenge on the ATF in the Oklahoma City 


bombing. 


2003 
After 9/11, the ATF is split into two 


Source: 
• Bryan Schatz. 2016 “Guns and Poses: A Brief History of the 
ATF” Mother Jones. 


Alcohol Tainting 


If banning alcohol doesn’t work, you can always try poison! In 
1926 the US Government began tainting alcohol to disincentivize 
drinking. This program continued until the end of prohibition in 
1933, killing and blinding more than 10,000 people. 


Can you trace the chemical origin of the poison the government 
used? 
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Formaldehyde 
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Answer Key: 


Prohibition 


Like the War on Drugs that would follow it, Prohibition was used 
as a way to criminalize the poor and marginalized; the rich faced 
very few obstacles to continuing to drink. Hart didn’t learn of his 
younger brothers’ criminal activities until reading about them in 
the paper. 


For more: 

* Ashley Thronson. 2022. "A Capone in North Dakota" State Historical 
Society of North Dakota 

* Kristen Richard "Xenophobia, Racism and Classism: The Sinister 
Roots of America's Prohibition" Wine Enthusiast 


Alcohol Tainting 


Wood alcohol was used to poison the booze, the liver breaks this 
down into formaldehyde, and then into formic acid. 


Sources: 
* Deborah Blum. 2010. The Poisoner's Handbook. Penguin 
* Deborah Blum. 2010 "The Chemist's War" Slate 


The Bureau's Greatest Agents 


Two of the most colorful agents of the Prohibition Unit were Isidor 
“Izzy” Einstein and Moe W. Smith, confiscating more than 5 
million bottles of booze and making more than 4000 arrests (with 
a 9596 conviction rate) during their careers, despite being 
personally ambivalent to the whole business of Prohibition. The 
pair spoke more than six languages, and their antics spread 
throughout the national papers, in part because of their use of 
disguises. Turn to the back to read about some of their most 
sensational. 


Can you use the costumes on the following pages to disguise the 
dynamic duo and befuddle the bootleggers? 
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In 2013, В Todd Jones was confirmed by the Senate as ATF 
director. Can you help Jones find his way through the maze of 
NRA-backed Senate opposition to find his way to the ATF? 


[11] 
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Missing Firearms 


The ATF handles a lot of guns, but sometimes they have a little 
trouble, even with their own! Can you name the real ways that ATF 


agents have lost their guns? 
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Gunwalking 


Between 2006 and 2011 the ATF began a series of sting 
operations to allow guns to be illegally sold in Arizona with the 
intention of tracking the guns to cartel leaders. The GPS tracking 
devices in the guns often stopped working after a few days, 
leading to 2,000 illegally sold guns entering Mexico, many of them 
still unaccounted for. 


How many guns can you find in the scene below? 
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Operation Trojan Horse 


Similar to Ruby Ridge, the 1993 siege of the Branch Davidian 
compound in Waco was also an AIF operation. The Branch 
Davidians had been buying semi-automatic weapons and 
modifying them and selling them for a large profit. 


Can you find the weapons the Davidians had? (the number of 
each follows in parentheses) 
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Rifles (181) 
Semiautomatics (46) 
Silencers (21) 


Automatics (46) 
Grenades (4) 
Handguns (68) 


Ruby Ridge 


Though the FBI’s role in the standoff and siege have dominated 
popular memory, Ruby Ridge began as an ATF operation. Randy 
Weaver was initially charged with selling sawed off shotguns to an 
ATF informant, and then failed to appear in court for the related 
charges. 


Under federal law, it’s illegal to alter a shotgun barrel shorter than 
18 inches. Can you take a pair of scissors and cut these shotguns 
down to an illegal length? 


Aunseou | 
оф Ul зшешој neang оре] 
pue хеј oooeqo| pue jouoo|v eui 
pue *jueurnuedeg eonsnf 3y} oj 


иођејпбол шлеәлу uoniqiuoJg BuroJojue 
ЈО jueuje2Jojuo чим peyse} si ÁunseaJ| 
epniour ој pepuedxe OU} чим yun uonigiuo4q 
sı edoos 501ү 941 pojeaJo Ммеџ 941 


1 = 


рәлош SI зилеол4 pue ооовдој 
оцоогуџ jo nesing оу ом) 
озш ујаз S! 41V 99) ‘1/6 1еуу 


(NLY) 1un 
'Buiquioq Ао хеј |оцооју au} рашеџој 
ешоцејзо əy} ч! 31V pue ÁinseaJ| əy} eRe 
əy} uo eBue^ei ѕуәәѕ o} ҳоед рәлош s; neaung R TET 
uBIeAOIN лошу 9u | "uoniqiuoJg sjeedoJ БА 
зиөшриәшү 1912 99] Jepun рајеоло si (417) 
3 SUJJe9JI pue oooeqo| 
обе oeM 3 'louoo|v Jo neaung 941. 


pue норџејз5 abpry Aqny 
əy} JO Burpueusiu опапа 


é 
əy} Joye Áunnaos биѕеәлои 
ѕәоеј neaing au | 


әшио 1uej[orA Huny iy 


3 EMEN ој pepuedxe snooj sj pue 
магчоја 4 eonsnr jo jueunuedeq ÁunseoiJ| əy} 
neeJng 99) зешозоа eu ој рәлош $! Jo реа e зе рәјеәло 


PUP) uoniqiuoJgd 941 uoniqiuoJd Jo neang 99] SI епџалом [euJaju| 
(ALLY) човима 7 JO гошо 941 
хеј оооваој pue оцооју 24} > 4 
ои peziueBJoaJ pue зшледлу 
Јәло Ajuoujne /лојејпбој 


Јәрім рәјиеб si NLY eui ¿4Y ӘЧ) ЈО Лоза! 9) леујебој 3nd oj 
‘y4r Buipnjour suoneuissesse suid ay} j2euuoo пол ueg зидшшелоб əy} јпочбполуј peuorisod 
ипб ejyoud цбіц jeyeAes sayy uəəq әлец (sJosseoepaud sj pue) 41y eui ‘AyO}sIY s}! јпочбполу | 


P ZALV 94} S! јаошилоло) Əy} ui олеум 


